Chapter 14
Water

Summary in Kannada and English for second PUC

Stanza 1

Just as the water knows

the ground’s incline,

it knows the generations-old strife

between the village and the wada.

Like the dampness on the well’s edge that never dries,

It knows that untouchability never disappears.

The poet begins by highlighting water's deep connection with human lives. Water, like a wise
observer, understands the long-standing conflict between the upper-caste village and the
oppressed wada. Just as dampness on the well’s edge remains persistent, untouchability, a cruel
social practice, refuses to disappear despite progress and time.
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Stanza 2

The water knows everything.

It knows the difference of race

between the Samaria woman and Jesus the Jew.
It also knows the sub-caste difference

between leather and spool.

Water possesses the knowledge of human divisions. It recognizes differences based on race,
like the separation between Jesus, a Jew, and the Samaritan woman in the Bible. It also
understands caste-based discrimination, like the division between leatherworkers and spinners
in the caste hierarchy.
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Stanza 3

It knows the agony of the Panchama,

Who, not having the right to draw a pot of water,
waits all day near well

with his empty pot

until a shudra arrives.

The poet emphasizes the agony of the Panchama, an oppressed caste member, who is denied
the basic right to draw water from the well. He must wait all day with his empty pot until a
person from a higher caste, often a Shudra, arrives to help him access water. This scenario
shows the cruelty of caste-based oppression.

230eIAI0TT AT ALTIE eNRDLIRIT TBT,3), DTITOAER IIPITR,PMOE W30 BWOWeNS ROTEITI), Fed
2.8, TBCHT,C. 933 3T, 939 TNBFASRODT DTITE TN, 20,2, VT, W30 353, M,
FRTIHRD DB WBONEN ATOOI 30T WISV, &8 A,133¢Te) 03 DI 3259, PTO TOONE a3,
3,0RIT.

Stanza 4

It knows the humiliation

of the wada girl

when he who poured the water from a distance,

falls all over and touches her.

Water bears witness to the humiliation faced by the wada girl when a person from the upper
caste, who tries to avoid direct contact while pouring water, accidentally touches her. This
incident highlights the absurdity and hypocrisy of untouchability, where even unintended
contact becomes a matter of shame.
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Stanza 5

It knows the righteous rage

of Karamchedu Suvarthamma

who opposed the kamma landlords

with her water pot

When they asked her not to pollute the pond water.
The water is witness

to centuries of social injustice.
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Water recalls the righteous anger of Suvarthamma, a brave woman who defied the upper-caste
landlords when they forbade her from accessing the pond, accusing her of polluting it. Holding
her water pot as a symbol of defiance, she challenged the social injustice. The stanza
underscores water as a witness to centuries of systemic oppression.
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Stanza 6

When I see water

I remember

how my wada which would thirst all day

for a glass of water.

The poet reflects on his own memories of thirst in the wada, where access to water was so
limited that it became a daily struggle. A simple glass of water, something others took for
granted, was a luxury for his community.
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Stanza 7

For us, water is not simply H20,

for us, water is a mighty movement.

It is the Mahad struggle at the Chadar tank.

A single drop of water embodies

tears shed over several generations.

In the many battle we fought

for a single drop of water,

our blood flowed like streams.

But we never managed to win

even a small puddle of water.

Water is more than a resource for the poet’s community; it represents their fight for equality
and dignity. He recalls the historic Mahad struggle at the Chadar Tank, where oppressed
communities fought for the right to drink water. A single drop of water symbolizes generations
of tears and bloodshed in this struggle. Despite countless sacrifices, they could never claim
even a small puddle as their own.
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Stanza 8

When I see water,

I remember

how we welcomed our weekly bath

as if it was a wondrous festival!

While the entire village bathed luxuriously-

twice a day.

The poet remembers how water scarcity made even a basic bath a rare event, celebrated like a
festival. Meanwhile, the privileged villagers enjoyed luxurious baths twice a day, showing the
stark disparity in access to water.
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Stanza 9

When I see water,

I remember

my childhood,

when we walked miles

to reach the big canal

and carried back heavy pots,

With the muscles and veins on our necks straining, bursting.

Childhood memories flood back as the poet recalls walking long distances to fetch water from
the big canal. Carrying heavy pots of water strained their muscles and veins, emphasizing the
physical toll of water scarcity on the marginalized.
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Stanza 10

I remember,

its thatched roofs aflame,
the Malapalle burning ashes

for want of a pot of water.

The poet remembers the tragic destruction of Malapalle, a marginalized community, which
burned to ashes because of a dispute over water. This stanza captures how water scarcity can
lead to devastating consequences, including loss of life and property.
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Stanza 11

Water is not a simple thing!

It can give life

but it can also devour lives.

The water that refused to quench parched throats

became the killer tsunami wave,

that swallowed whole

village after village.

Water is portrayed as a double-edged sword—it has the power to sustain life but can also
destroy it. The same water that denied relief to parched throats transformed into a devastating
tsunami, swallowing entire villages. This dual nature of water reflects its immense power.
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Stanza 12

The poor are but playthings

in its vicious hands.

Often, it turns villages into dry deserts

and sometimes it drowns them in floods.

For the poor, water is not a blessing but often a curse. It turns fertile lands into deserts through
droughts or drowns villages in floods, leaving them vulnerable and powerless in the face of
nature’s fury.
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Stanza 13

Between the village and the wada

between one state and another,

this water can ignite many struggles and strife.
It can make blood run in streams.

But it can also sit innocently

in a Bisleri bottle.

Water has been a source of conflict for centuries. It creates strife between the upper-caste
villages and the oppressed wadas, between states, and even nations. It has the potential to shed
rivers of blood through wars, yet it sits innocently in a Bisleri bottle, appearing harmless.
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Stanza 14

This water from our village well

that forces us to do many a circus feat,
now slowly, surreptitiously,

dances its way into the Pepsi man’s bottle.
With its new name ‘mineral water’

it takes to skies,

it raises a storm.

The poet reflects on how water, once a vital but scarce resource in local wells, has now become
a global commodity. Multinational corporations sell it as "mineral water," transforming it into
a luxury product. This commercialization of water contrasts sharply with the hardships faced
by the poet’s community.
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Stanza 15 and 16

Now
water 1S no mean matter.

It’s a multinational market commodity.

As they say
water is omniscient.

It contains the world.

Water has evolved from being a simple necessity to a symbol of global inequality. It is now a
highly marketable commodity, controlled by multinational corporations. Despite its
omnipresence and power to sustain life, water reflects the world’s deep-rooted social injustices
and economic disparities.
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Theme and Message

The poem portrays water as a silent witness to human history, bearing the marks of oppression,
inequality, and struggle. It reflects on how water, a basic necessity, becomes a source of
conflict, humiliation, and exploitation for marginalized communities. Simultaneously, it
highlights the commercialization of water and its dual nature as a life-giver and a life-destroyer.
The poet calls for a recognition of these injustices and the urgent need for equality in access to
resources like water.
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