
Quality of Mercy summary and notes 
 

Introduction 

This is an extract from Shakespeare’s play “The Merchant of Venice“. These lines are spoken by 

Portia, one of the main characters in the play from Act 1 Scene 1, she argues with Shylak saying why 

mercy is the greatest virtue of all. The poem is a sonnet having three quatrains and one couplet. There 

is no particular rhyme scheme. 

Quality of Mercy poem text: 
 

The quality of mercy is not strain’d; 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 

Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest: 

It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes. 

'Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes 5 

 

The throned monarch better than his crown. 

His sceptre shows the force of temporal power, 

The attribute to awe and majesty, 

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings; 

But mercy is above this sceptred sway; 10 

 

It is enthroned in the heart of kings; 

It is an attribute to God himself; 

And earthly power doth then show likest God’s 

When mercy seasons justice. 

Quality of Mercy poem stanza wise summary in English: 

Stanza 1 

In the first stanza, the poet says that the quality of mercy is never affected by anything. It has come 

down on earth from heaven like gentle rain i.e. it is as gentle as the raindrop and is sent down on the 

earth by God Himself. Mercy is a blessing for both the giver and the taker. To the giver, the mercy 

rewards him fame, appreciation and love while to the taker, it is the lifesaver, it helps him from 

avoiding the punishment which he would have otherwise suffered. 

Stanza 2 

According to the poet, mercy is the most powerful thing in the universe. It is something that makes a 

king better than his crown i.e. his kingship. He walks with his scepter (his staff when moves with him 

to show his sovereignty) to show his power over his subjects which makes the people honor him and 

fear from him. 
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Stanza 3 

Stanza 3 continues from the last line of the previous stanza. The might of the king might fill fear in the 

hearts of people yet his quality of mercy is better than his scepter if it is in him because it is the quality 

of God Himself. Thus if a king is merciful, he will be liked by the people and treated as God. 

Couplet 

According to the poet, when a king shows mercy, then his powers become like that of God because it 

will make even his enemy love and respect him. The one who will receive mercy will always remain 

grateful to him and the people will love him more. 

Quality of Mercy poem stanza wise summary in Kannada: 

ಚರಣ 1 

ಮೊದಲ ಚರಣದಲಿ್ಲ , ಕರುಣೆಯ ಗುಣವು ಯಾವುದರಿಂದಲೂ ಪ್ರ ಭಾವಿತವಾಗುವುದಿಲಿ  ಎಿಂದು ಕವಿ ಹೇಳುತ್ತಾ ನೆ. ಇದು 

ಸೌಮ್ಯ ವಾದ ಮ್ಳೆಯಂತೆ ಸ್ವ ರ್ಗದಿಿಂದ ಭೂಮಿಗೆ ಬಂದಿದೆ, ಅಿಂದರೆ ಅದು ಮ್ಳೆಹನಿಯಂತೆ ಶಿಂತವಾಗಿದೆ ಮ್ತ್ತಾ  

ದೇವರಿಂದಲೇ ಭೂಮಿಗೆ ಕಳುಹಿಸ್ಲಪ ಟಿ್ಟ ದೆ. ಕರುಣೆಯು ಕೊಡುವವರಗೂ ಮ್ತ್ತಾ  ತೆಗೆದುಕೊಳುು ವವರಗೂ ಒಿಂದು 

ಆಶೀವಾಗದವಾಗಿದೆ. ಕೊಡುವವರಗೆ, ಕರುಣೆಯು ಅವನಿಗೆ ಖ್ಯಯ ತಿ, ಮೆಚ್ಚು ಗೆ ಮ್ತ್ತಾ  ಪ್ರ ೀತಿಯನ್ನು  ನಿೀಡುತಾ ದೆ ಆದರೆ 

ತೆಗೆದುಕೊಳುು ವವರಗೆ ಅದು ಜೀವರಕ್ಷಕವಾಗಿದೆ, ಅದು ಅವನ್ನ ಅನ್ನಭವಿಸುವ ಶಕೆ್ಷಯನ್ನು  ತಪ್ಪ ಸ್ಲು ಸ್ಹಾಯ ಮಾಡುತಾ ದೆ. 

ಚರಣ 2 

ಕವಿಯ ಪ್ರ ಕಾರ, ಕರುಣೆಯು ವಿಶ್ವ ದಲಿ್ಲ  ಅತಯ ಿಂತ ಶ್ಕ್ತಾ ಶಲ್ಲ ವಸುಾ ವಾಗಿದೆ. ಇದು ರಾಜನನ್ನು  ಅವನ ಕ್ತರೀಟಕ್ತಕ ಿಂತ ಅಿಂದರೆ ಅವನ 

ರಾಜತವ ಕ್ತಕ ಿಂತ ಉತಾ ಮ್ಗೊಳಿಸುತಾ ದೆ. ಅವನ್ನ ತನು  ರಾಜದಂಡದಿಂದಿಗೆ (ಅವನ ಸಾವಗಭೌಮ್ತವ ವನ್ನು  ತೀರಸ್ಲು 

ಅವನಿಂದಿಗೆ ಚಲ್ಲಸುವಾರ್ ಅವನ ಕೊೀಲು) ತನು  ಪ್ರ ಜೆರ್ಳ ಮೇಲೆ ತನು  ಶ್ಕ್ತಾ ಯನ್ನು  ತೀರಸ್ಲು ನಡೆಯುತ್ತಾ ನೆ, ಅದು ಜನರು 

ಅವನನ್ನು  ಗೌರವಿಸುವಂತೆ ಮ್ತ್ತಾ  ಅವನಿಿಂದ ಭಯಪ್ಡುವಂತೆ ಮಾಡುತಾ ದೆ. 

ಚರಣ 3 

ಚರಣ 3 ಹಿಿಂದಿನ ಚರಣದ ಕೊನೆಯ ಸಾಲ್ಲನಿಿಂದ ಮಿಂದುವರಯುತಾ ದೆ. ರಾಜನ ಶ್ಕ್ತಾ ಯು ಜನರ ಹೃದಯದಲಿ್ಲ  ಭಯವನ್ನು  

ತ್ತಿಂಬಬಹುದು ಆದರೆ ಅವನ ಕರುಣೆಯ ಗುಣವು ಅವನ ರಾಜದಂಡಕ್ತಕ ಿಂತ ಉತಾ ಮ್ವಾಗಿರುತಾ ದೆ ಏಕ್ಷಿಂದರೆ ಅದು ದೇವರ 

ಗುಣವಾಗಿದೆ. ಹಿೀಗೆ ಒಬಬ  ರಾಜನ್ನ ದಯಾಮ್ಯನಾಗಿದದ ರೆ, ಅವನ್ನ ಜನರಗೆ ಇಷಿ್ ವಾಗುತ್ತಾ ನೆ ಮ್ತ್ತಾ  ದೇವರಂತೆ ಕಾಣುತ್ತಾ ನೆ. 

ಜೋಡಿ (couplet) 

ಕವಿಯ ಪ್ರ ಕಾರ, ಒಬಬ  ರಾಜನ್ನ ಕರುಣೆಯನ್ನು  ತೀರಸಿದಾರ್, ಅವನ ಶ್ಕ್ತಾ ಯು ದೇವರಂತೆ ಆಗುತಾ ದೆ ಏಕ್ಷಿಂದರೆ ಅದು ಅವನ 

ಶ್ತ್ತರ ವನ್ನು  ಸ್ಹ ಪ್ರ ೀತಿಸುವಂತೆ ಮ್ತ್ತಾ  ಗೌರವಿಸುವಂತೆ ಮಾಡುತಾ ದೆ. ಕರುಣೆಯನ್ನು  ಪ್ಡೆಯುವವನ್ನ ಯಾವಾರ್ಲೂ ಅವನಿಗೆ 

ಕೃತಜ್ಞನಾಗಿರುತ್ತಾ ನೆ ಮ್ತ್ತಾ  ಜನರು ಅವನನ್ನು  ಹೆಚ್ಚು  ಪ್ರ ೀತಿಸುತ್ತಾ ರೆ. 

 

Quality of Mercy poem questions asked in SSLC exam: 

1. Quote from memory : 1 × 4 = 4 

It is enthroned .................................. 

........................................................ 

........................................................ 

................................ seasons justice.    (SSLC exam March/April, 2023) 

Answer:  

It is enthroned in the heart of kings; 

It is an attribute to God himself; 

And earthly power doth then show likest God’s 

When mercy seasons justice. 
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2. The quality ................................................ 

........................................................heaven 

Upon ......................................................... 

.......................................................... takes.           (SSLC exam June/July, 2022) 

Answer: 

The quality of mercy is not strain’d; 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 

Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest: 

It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes. 

 

3. The quality ................................................... 

........................................................... heaven 

Upon ............................................................... 

.............................................................. takes.         (SSLC exam 01. 04. 2020) 

Answer: 

The quality of mercy is not strain’d; 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 

Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest: 

It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes. 
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